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In the third solo exhibition by A + B gallery entitled
Pélagos (IMéAayog: open sea, other sea) Marco La
Rosa presents a wide selection of unpublished
works - not only sculptural - which reinterpret the
most epic and paradigmatic of travel, the journey
towards excellence: Odysseus' long wanderings at
sea to reach Ithaca.

As Jessica Bianchera notes in the critical text, "the
metaphor of the voyage in the open sea is
classically used in philosophy to understand
philosophical speculation itself, the eternal thirst
for knowledge, the impulse towards the
unknowable, which is symbolic of human
existence. [...] From the infinitely large to the
infinitely small, inside and outside of oneself, the
tension towards knowledge, as well as life itself, is
configured as an always tumultuous journey with
uncertain outcomes, but equally full of charm and
learning, so much so that often the destination is
lost and thus longer paths and pleasant detours
are undertaken. And if on the one hand the desire
to arrive (or to return) is strong, on the other it is
clear that it would make no sense to do it without
having massively collected and learned along the
way: after all, the goal is only the reason, the
origin, the pretext to undertake the journey ".

Thus, in the works on display, "the dialectical
tension [between reaching the goal and

continuing the journey] that is peculiar for the
Homeric hero is revealed not only in the individual
pieces, which punctually retrace the main
passages of his return journey to Ithaca
(transformed, among other things, into an iconic
line), but also in the general work with extremely
concrete materials, typical of La Rosa's research,
such as concrete and metals: if the conceptual
interpretation of the work lends itself to an
intellectual speculation that opens up on
continuous questions and ideas, taking us far
away, on the high seas, the materialization of each
passage is dressed in all the concreteness and
solidity of the goal: it is the mainland”.

Marco La Rosa's research is mainly nourished by
themes and food for thought derived from
classical literature and philosophy, tending on the
one hand to recover the ancient world through
contemporary sensitivity, on the other hand to
constantly re-read the lessons of the past to
understand its universal values.

With Pélagos ten years of experimentation on
matter come to an end (from the first exhibition in
2011, held by A + B gallery), from concrete to
chalk, from lead to copper, from wood to neon,
and for the first time they explode in a
heterogeneous set of elements that tell not only
the journey of Ulysses but also that of the artist,
perpetually in search of his own Ithaca.
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